
The county provides cell phones to employees as both a convenience and a privilege for legitimate business needs.  Since the majority of research indicates that cell phone use while driving is contributing to injuries and damages while operating vehicles or equipment, the county adopted this policy that prohibits the use of cell phones or phone applications while driving.  (Research indicates that it is just as unsafe to operator a vehicle with a hands free device as it is to operate a vehicle with a hand-held or voice-activated device.)
This policy applies to the use of county provided and personal cell phones on county business and/or in a county vehicle.

1. No county employee shall use a cell phone (hands free, hand-held or voice-activated device) while operating a county vehicle or equipment.  (Some jurisdictions have given law enforcement and emergency services exceptions to this prohibition, but the research does not support this position.)

2. If a county employee is to use a cell phone or phone application, the operator is required to park the vehicle in a safe location and engage in the conversation or phone application.

3. County employees shall not have cell phones on or in use while fueling vehicles (studies show that cell phones can ignite gasoline vapors while fueling.

4. County employees shall sign an agreement to observe the above rules regarding cell phone use and shall be subject to disciplinary action and loss of cell phone use privileges for breach of said agreement (sample agreement attached).


County Employee Agreement
Regarding

Cell Phone Use While Driving/Operating County Equipment




 County has a responsibility to all of its employees to provide a safe workplace as well as a responsibility to the public to optimize the public’s safety and trust.  Since the majority of research indicates that cell phone use while driving is contributing to injuries and damages while operating vehicles or equipment, employees are prohibited from cell phone or phone application use while driving.

Therefore, 




 County prohibits employees from either operating cell phones or phone applications while the employee is operating a vehicle or county equipment while on county time, while operating county property, or while in the act of executing duties arising from work on behalf of the county.  This prohibition shall extend to use of any cell phone devices while fueling vehicles or equipment due to the unacceptably high risk of fire or explosion from the current generated by cell phones.
County employees may be held individually liable for accidents resulting from the use of cell phones while fueling vehicles or equipment, and the NMCIA Pools reserve their right not to provide insurance coverage for any employee accident arising from failure to comply with the terms of the Joint Policy on Cell Phone Use.

Employee Name: _________________________________

Date: _____________





(print)

I agree not to drive or operate any county vehicle or equipment while using a cell phone or phone application and I will not use any cell phone device while fueling vehicles or equipment.  I understand the statements written above and agree to abide by the county’s policies regarding cell phone use.  Further, I agree to abide by the county’s safety policies while operating county vehicles or equipment.

__________________________________________




(signature)
SAMPLE


CELL PHONE POLICY





SAMPLE FORM








