


With this program, we can successfully 
translate the “who, what, where, and when” 

behind the decision-making process(es) 
pertinent to the use of  fire to meet multiple 

resource and land objectives.







HOW?





“Fire is our ecological signature.” – Steven Pyne





“There are a variety of  vegetation types within the national forests and 
each type requires specific treatments to reduce hazardous fuels or to 

restore the health of  specific plant species or entire ecosystems.  
These treatments are based on parameters prescribing temperatures, 

humidity, and winds which will achieve the desired results.  
An extensive planning process is followed to ensure that appropriate fuel 
and weather conditions are present and enough resources are on hand to 

manage any contingency.”
- Chantel Anderson, 

PNF Range Specialist 





WHERE?



Many plant species 
cannot regenerate without 
fire. Some communities can 
regenerate quickly after fire 
through sprouting and seed 
recruitment. 

Fire adapted landscapes are 
healthy, resilient landscapes.



“Research has found that our forest historically had a very 
rapid fire return interval. This ranges from 5-8 years in higher 
elevation areas with mixed conifer to as quickly an average of  

less than 2 years for areas of  Ponderosa Pine. 
This information not only tells us how departed we are from 
historic trends, but highlights the importance of  returning fire 

to the landscape, especially in our WUI areas.” 
– Ben Roe, PNF Forester



“Fire reduces the abundance of  woody plants 
(unpalatable) and promote herbaceous plants 
(palatable species) including grasses, forbs, and
grass-like plants. This creates more forage for 
livestock and better livestock grazing distribution 
across the land.” - Chantel Anderson, PNF Range Tech



“The thinning treatments implemented by the PNF Forestry Program are aimed at reducing 
tree densities and ladder fuels so that fire managers have a larger burn window and can be 

more successful when they implement their prescribed burns.” - Ben Roe, PNF Forester









Hand thinning using chainsaws and piling cut material, mechanical 
thinning using heavy logging equipment and removing merchantable 

thinned material, as well as mastication which grinds up smaller 
diameter material on site. 

These treatment methods are aimed at reducing ladder fuels which 
could transition a ground fire to a canopy fire as well as the 

reduction of forest density which reduces the risk of severe wildfire 
and insect outbreaks.

Fire managers often plan the following treatments around or near communities:



“In general, wildfires are far more likely to result in 
harmful air quality and public health impacts than 

prescribed fires because they are unplanned and 
typically are much larger. Wildfires also last longer, and 

burn and consume (on average) more vegetation per 
acre than prescribed fires.”

(Berger, 2018)





Both photos are of the FHAR trailer in progress. 





https://www.wmicentral.com/news/latest_news/smoke-has-serious-impact-on-human-health/article_61c50803-af08-5060-bdbc-3f3bb3e40c68.html
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9203.pdf#:%7E:text=Occasionally%2C%20smoke%20from%20a%20prescribed%20fire%20may%20accumulate,much%20smoke%20is%20produced%20and%20where%20it%20goes
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/article/ecological-benefits-fire/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/fire/plants.html
https://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs_rm/rm_gtr191.pdf
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