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Question:
How many people living in 
medium – very high wildfire 
risk areas in New Mexico?



563,585:
People living in medium – 
very high wildfire risk areas 
in New Mexico.
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1.8M
Washington

703K 
Montana

957K
Oregon

26M
California

2M 
Arizona

827K 
Idaho
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Wildfires are increasing in duration, severity, 
and frequency. 
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More homes are being built in fire-prone lands, 
increasing risk and cost.
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Longer wildfire season in U.S.

+84 days 

Extension across the globe

+20%



Acres burned from 
highly severe wildfires 
from 1985-2017

+700% 
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Of forests in the western 
U.S. have become 
significantly drier

75% 
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Of single-family homes in 
the U.S. are located in the 
wildland-urban interface

34%
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Structures burned 
since 2005

100K
Structures burned in 
New Mexico

1.1K
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Suppression cost per 
wildfire, doubling 
firefighter costs since 1999

$65.1 M
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The problem is likely to get worse in the future.
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UNDERSTAND EXPLOR
E

REDUC
E



• Directed by Congress in 2018
• Interactive, nationwide maps, 

charts, & data with consistent 
methods

• Searchable by community, 
county, state

UNDERSTAND REDUCEEXPLORE

wildfirerisk.
org



To help communities answer 
questions about wildfire risk.

✔ Prioritize mitigation efforts
✔ Identify communities where 

localized efforts needed
✔ Find resources to mitigate risk

  Audience and Goals













  Understanding Risk

EXPLORE REDUC
E

DESCRIPTION





  Reduce Risk





  Johnson Fire

• 88,918 acres
• 100% contained
• 3 miles north of Gila 

Cliff Dwellings





Risk to Homes
Integrates wildfire likelihood and intensity with generalized 
consequences to a home everywhere on the landscape.











  Depends who you’re comparing yourself to…

Me Husband Me

Anybody else







Lincoln County, NM
97th percentile
Risk to homes







Direct Exposure
Adjacent flammable wildland 
vegetation and direct flame contact

Indirect Exposure
Embers and home-to-home ignitions

Not Exposed
Non-flammable surfaces



Wildfire Likelihood
Annual probability of wildfire burning in a specific location.





MOBILE HOMES

28.4%

ELDERLY
25.6%





www.wildfirerisk.org 

http://www.wildfirerisk.org/
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Data



c cGraphs



c Stats on the fly



c c

Definitions



c c

Interpretation



https://headwaterseconomics.org/natural-hazards/wildfire-risk-report/



Interactive Tools for Wildfire Risks



Wildfires do not affect all people equally.

Kirk Siegler/NPR

Ben Margot/AP

Paula Bronstein/AP

Darryl Dyck/Canadian Press



Level of wildfire risk

Socioeconomic variables

 Interactive map

 Summary statistics



Level of wildfire risk

Socioeconomic variables

 Interactive map

 Summary statistics

Low

Map automatically filters



Low

Map automatically filters

Downloadable report



https://headwaterseconomics.org/natural-hazards/unequal-impacts-of-wildfire/



Wildfire risks 
are 

increasing.

Not all 
impacts are 

equal.

Tools can 
help 

understand, 
explore, and 
reduce risks.
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