
Fire Country

Lincoln & Otero County
Where we live



Welcome to the Sacramento Mountains, 
homes to many communities that offer 
spectacular views of mountains and plains 
and are full of rich history. Bringing visitors 
back again and again to this sky island. But 
one aspect of the natural history here might 
not be interpreted by the casual visitor.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Abstract—Repeat photography will demonstrate that since European settlement commenced, the native vegetation of Lincoln County, New Mexico has dramatically changed. Numerous historic photographs have been re-taken, demonstrating how landscapes and ecosystems have changed, not just between early European settlement until the present, but also in the intervening years. Photographs will be seen from as early as 1868, as recently as September 2006, and the years in-between. While the program will focus on ecosystems dominated by piñon and juniper and the implications of the increase of these species, other vegetation types will also be examined. An unusual feature of the repeat photography is that some of the specific photo sites include images from the intervening years, with photo sets that are not limited to a single pair of comparison images. Thus, changes in vegetation over time can be observed in order to better understand the timing and possible influences that have resulted in unmistakable changes in the appearance of Lincoln County landscapes.



Fire scars recorded in 
the tree’s rings 
across the southwest 
have shown that 
Ponderosa Pine 
forests have an 
average return of fire 
ever 5-10 years.



Fortunately, most visitors do not experience a wildfire while they are enjoying 
the Sacramento mountains. As not enough people are yet prepared for the kind 
for fires that have happened across the west.  Let us use this time together to 
learn from wildfire that have taken place.
Unfortunately, the expressing “those that do not learn from history are doomed 
to repeat it” rings deafening loud with each passing year.



If we had used fire points 
on all ownership, the 
map would be covered.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Yes the adjoining Counties have just as much fire activity but the blurs the point to be made, we live in a Wildland Urban Interface!



Let’s take stock in what 
has happened

starting in Lincoln 
County.

L A N D  O W N E R S H I P  W I T H I N  T H E  C O U N T Y  I S  D I V I D E D  A M O N G  F E D E R A L ,  S TAT E  A N D  P R I VAT E  AT  
1 , 0 9 4 , 9 3 6   2 9 7 , 8 4 3  A N D  1 , 6 9 6 , 5 7 0  A C R E S ,  R E S P E C T I V E LY.  LO C AT E D  I N  S O U T H - C E N T R A L  N E W  
M E X I C O  W I T H  OT E R O  A N D  C H AV E S  C O U N T I E S  O N  I T S  S O U T H E R N  B O R D E R .  D E  B A C A  A N D  C H AV E S  
C O U N T I E S  A R E  LO C AT E D  TO  T H E  E A S T.  TO R R A N C E  A N D  G U A D A L U P E  C O U N T I E S  F O R M  I T S  N O R T H E R N  
B O U N D A R Y.  S O C O R R O  C O U N T Y  I S  O N  T H E  W E S T E R N  B O U N D A R Y.



Cree 5/7/2000
3 residents destroyed

50 structures threated

14,545 acres

Wind driven



Kokopelli 5/16/2001
28 residents destroyed 

700 structures threatened 

985 acres

1300 evacuated

Wind driven



Peppin 
5/15/2004

Lighting caused 

64,488 acres

  12 structures destroyed

  9 injuries

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lighting caused 64,488 acres 12 structures destroyed, 9 injuries



Lookout 5/21/2004
5,280 acres

Campfire

5 structures destroyed

1 injury



White 4/4/2011
10,341 acres

Caused by fireworks

5 residences destroyed

400 residences threatened

3 injuries 



Little Bear 6/4/2012 we will be discussing in the next presentation.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lighting 44,330 acres 254 residences destroyed and 6 injuries.



Pine Lodge 
6/19/2019
15,045 acres

Campfire

3 structures destroyed

4 injuries



Three Rivers 
4/26/2021
Human-under investigation

5,854 acres

If not for two snowstorms 
hundreds of homes 
threatened.



Nogal Canyon 
4/12/2022

6 residence destroyed

8 other structures destroyed

420 acres

Powerline



McBride 
4/12/2022
Powerline

2 deaths

4 injuries

207 homes

400 structures

5,954 acres



This long history of fire should be learned from.  



LET’S TAKE STOCK IN 
WHAT HAS HAPPENED

IN OTERO COUNTY.
LOCATED IN SOUTH-CENTRAL NEW MEXICO WITH TEXAS ON ITS SOUTHERN BORDER. LINCOLN, 
CHAVES, AND EDDY COUNTIES ARE LOCATED TO THE EAST. LINCOLN COUNTY FORM ITS NORTHERN 
BOUNDARY. SIERRA AND DONA ANA COUNTIES ON THE WESTERN BOUNDARY.

THE COUNTY COMPRISES A DIVERSE LANDOWNERSHIP, WITH THE BLM 
MAKING UP THE LARGEST PORTION (36.25%). WHITE SANDS MISSILE RANGE 
(WSMR) COMPRISES 18.5% OF THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE COUNTY. LINCOLN 

NATIONAL FOREST OCCUPIES (13.14%), MESCALERO APACHE RESERVATION MAKES 
(10.84%), PRIVATE PROPERTY (11.11%), STATE (8%), AND WHITE SANDS 
NATIONAL MONUMENT (2.17% OF THE LAND AREA).



BURGETT 4/18/1993

• 5,350 acres

• Human caused

• 11 structures destroyed



SCOTT ABLE 5/11/2000

• 2,9139 acres

• 1 Death 

• 80 residences destroyed

• Powerline caused

• Wind Drive



PENASCO 4/30/2002

• 15,904 aces

• 13 residences destroyed 

• 33 other structures destroyed

• 4 injuries 

• Human Caused



WALKER 5/9/2003

• 3,434 acres

• 3 residences destroyed

• 16 other structures destroyed 

• 1 injury

• Human Caused



BUCKWOOD 5/6/2009

• 3 residences destroyed

• 5 other structures destroyed

• 112 acres

• Human caused



MAYHILL 5/9/2011

• 3 residences destroyed 

• 3 other structures destroyed

• 12 injuries

• 31,861 acres



TIMBERON 7/13/2016

• Human caused

• 290 acres

• 50 residents destroyed

• 20 other structures destroyed



MESCALERO APACHE TRIBE LARGE FIRES.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Four 1000+ acre fires on Mescalero.



OVERVIEW OF OTERO COUNTY LARGE FIRES RELATIVE 
TO COMMUNITIES.



Keep in mind we have 
been focused on 
historically large fires, 
but  more that 80% of 
fire starts were stopped 
at Initial Attack. What 
would we be discussing 
if fire weather days 
increase in frequency?



Can we do more to reduce the occurrence of 
unwanted fires through prevention education YES!



Even when the only cause of fire is Lighting, 747 fire were determine to 
be caused by lighting in the two counties.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FMS records going back to 1987 on all ownership in Otero and Lin total of 469,522 acres burned. (CWPP)Lightning-induced fire is a natural component of forest and rangeland ecosystems in Lincoln County, and its occurrence is important to maintaining the health of forest and rangeland ecosystems. Native Americans used fire as a tool for hunting, improving wildlife habitat, and land clearing. As such, many of the plant species and communities are adapted to  recurring  fire  through  phenological,  physiological,  or  anatomical attributes. Some plants, such as ponderosa pine and western wheatgrass, are fire adapted and may require recurring fire to maintain viable populations.



So what is the cause of the “Wildfire Crisis”?



The only thing we can control is FUEL.



In the WUI everything is fuel. Structures are one of 
the most densely packed dry fuel, that is way 
home hardening is a must.



Thank you for your time, 
please take what you learn 
at the WUI Summit back 
home and share it as the 
ambassador to your 
community. 

EMNRD-Forestry Division 
Nick Smokovich – Capitan District Forester 
POB 421 
304 West 2nd Street 
Capitan, NM 88316 
Office (575)-354-2231 
Cell (575)-937-0839 
nick.smokovich@emnrd.nm.gov 
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