Resilient ecosystems. Thriving communities.

NM Wildland Urban Fire Summit. October 2026. Melissa May

Guiding Principles for Community Wildfire Mitigation




Who is Coalitions & Collaboratives?

COCO is a 501(c)3 that offers capacity-building
programs and resources to place-based natural
resource groups across the United States.

Mission

To advance healthy and resilient
communities through collaborative
conservation and restoration.

Vision
A future where ecosystems are

resilient and communities thrive
together.



Initiatives
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Community Wildfire Mitigation Best Practices Training

DAY 1

*  The National Mitigation Primer

*  Fire Behavior and Response

*  National Partners and Programs

*  Policies & Strategies

*  Taking Action - Landscapes & Communities
* Tools of the Trade

*  The Mitigation Leader

*  Guiding Principles

e Building Capacity

DAY 2

. Community Engagement

e  Site Visits & Ignition Zone Assessments

*  Mitigation Events & Working with Volunteers
e  Partnerships

DAY 3

Community Wildfire Protection
Plans (CWPPs)

Mitigation Funding

Fuels Projects

Tracking, measuring and
celebrating

Codes, Ordinances and Insurance
Moving to Solutions

Mitigation Action
Plan (MAP)

Virtual — 10 weeks online

Jan-Mar
Sep-Nov

60+ mitigation
courses

1657 students
(and counting!)

Students from
46 states, three
provinces, six
countries



The Mitigation Continuum

Assess risks

Prioritize actions

Harden homes

Create defensible space
Treat fuels on the landscape
Track and evaluate progress
Celebrate success

Repeat
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1.

Instructions

In your group, review your assigned
guiding principle and discuss its
meaning. (5 min)

Read through the Fireville scenario and
highlight opportunities to apply your
guiding principle in Fireville.

(15 min)

Develop 3-4 recommendations for
Fireville related to your guiding
principle and write them down to share
back with the larger group. (10 min)









Melissa May| melissa.may@co-co.org | 970-286-9750
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