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Learning Objectives:

*Understand the foundational principles of ICC’s Wildland
Urban Interface Code and IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home
standards.

|dentify areas of alignment between IWUIC provisions and
IBHS recommendations.

*Explore the role of fire professionals in advancing
community wildfire resilience.

*Share examples of successful fire service engagement in
communities using both IWUIC and IBHS strategies.



Wildfire Crisis- Lives, Homes, Dollars

>¢< 180 lives lost on two wildfires in two states

50k wildfire related fatalities in CA from 2008-2018

@ &

Globally up to 600,000 wildfire smoke related fatalities

gsl 1/3 of Americans live in the Wildland Urban Interface

|~ 36% of new growth since 2000 occurred in WUI area

4 161%increase in the average number of structures destroyed
=3 $400-$900 Billion in annual US damages


Presenter Notes
“Wildfire is no longer a peripheral western issue—it’s a national, systemic risk. The data show high event counts, increasing exposure, repeat billion‑dollar impacts, and community‑scale tragedies. This is exactly where ICC’s code leadership matters most—because ignition pathways and near‑home conditions are code‑addressable problems.”
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Presenter Notes
There is a tendency to want to eliminate fires from our landscapes, but suppression has increased fire severity and ecosystem destruction.
Fires are here to stay so we have one option to adapt to reduce wildfire risk
 11% of all homes in the US are WUI
Non code compliant homes are 40% more likely to burn


Why it Matters Now

Wildfire trends and losses demand structure
resiliency centered solutions

Building to wildfire-resistant standards can cut
losses by up to 43%(HE)

Combining Home Hardening and Defensible
space cut wildfire damage to communities
roughly in half (UC Berkely)

51% of homes built after 2008 were
undamaged on the Camp Fire

It works


Presenter Notes
IWUIC is essentially a way to standardize and enforce mitigation measures that we already know are effective:
A UC Berkeley‑led study found that combining home hardening and defensible space can cut wildfire damage to communities roughly in half. [cen.acs.org], [nature.com], [usnews.com], [scispace.com]
That same work found that simply clearing flammable materials within 5 feet of a structure (“Zone 0”) reduces structure loss by about 17%, making it one of the single most effective actions. [apps.usfa.fema.gov], [wwwn.cdc.gov]
In the 2018 Camp Fire (Paradise, CA): 
About 51% of homes built after 2008 (under more modern wildfire‑related building standards) were undamaged, compared to only 18% of homes built before 2008. [nber.org]
Homes built 1997 or later had a 38.5% survival rate, versus 11.5% for pre‑1997 homes. [usfa.fema.gov]

typical upgrades add <10% to construction costs (Headwaters Economics). The scale and persistence of losses make this the frontier of codes—and our best opportunity to save lives, reduce losses, and demonstrate ICC’s leadership
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Foundational

Principles of the
IWUC

e Structures that do not
ignite, do not burn

e Structures that do not
burn, do not burn other
structures

e Structures that do not
burn are safer for people



ICC's Role in Wildfire Resiliency

Set the floor: Publish the IWUIC and align with the
I-Codes for construction, access, and water.

Make it local: Provide adoption language, amendment
support, and equivalency paths (e.g., recognize IBHS
WPH).

Make it stick: Train officials and industry; deliver
implementation guidance and tools.




What is the IWUIC

The International Wildland-Urban Interface Code
(IWUIC) is the International Code Council’s model
code that establishes minimum, enforceable
requirements—spanning WUI area designation,
emergency access and water supply, ignition-resistant
construction, and defensible space—to safeguard life
and property from wildland fire where development
meets wildland fuels.



Presenter Notes
Model Codes & Harmonization
Publish and maintain the IWUIC and align it across the I‑Codes (IFC/IBC/IRC) so wildfire requirements integrate with access, water supply, and construction details.
Keep provisions science‑based and adoptable, enabling consistency across states and localities.
Adoption, Amendments & Tools
Provide adoption toolkits, sample ordinances, and Custom Local Building Codes services to consolidate state and local amendments.
Enable equivalency/alternative‑methods pathways so communities can incorporate IBHS WPH elements (e.g., 0–5 ft noncombustible zone, ember‑resistant vents) without reinventing the code.
Implementation & Capacity Building
Train code officials, plan reviewers, and inspectors; offer technical assistance and interpretive guidance.
Partner with fire service, planners, builders, insurers, and researchers to ensure the code reflects what works—and is enforceable in practice.


The 2024 TWUIC is a systems code

CH. 5 CH. 6

Access, addressing, Ignition-resistant Sprinkler provisions,
water supply, and the construction is selected defensible space, fuel
fire-protection plan by the code-defined modification, and
make the site construction class and maintenance complete
serviceable. project conditions. the system.

ource: ICC 2024 IWUIC, Chapters 4-6



Presenter Notes
Use this as the code roadmap. The IWUIC is not only a materials chapter. Chapter 4 ensures the site can be reached and supported. Chapter 5 establishes special construction requirements, including Class 1, 2, and 3 ignition-resistant construction. Chapter 6 adds fire-protection and maintained defensible-space requirements. The next slides walk these code components.


INTERNATIONAL WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE® (IWUIC®)
ADOPTION MAP

MAP KEY

Edition of code currently in effect by state:

[ 20181wuice

2015 IWUIC®

2012 IWUIC®

2009 IWUIC®

2006 IWUIC®

Local Adoptions
- No state-wide IWUIC adoption
Adoption information is pravided for states
where the IWUIC is adopted statewide, adopted
statewide for certain categories of buildings, or

adopted by a state body ta guide local code
adoption.

Adoption information across this display is maintained by the International Code Council (ICC). ICC makes every effort to provide current, accurate code adoption information. To
obtain more detailed information on amendments and changes to adopt codes, please contact the jurisdiction. To submit adoption information, please visit our Code Adoptions
Resources page.




New Mexico is already using codes

SANTA FE Adopted the 2021 IFC and 2021 IWUIC, with local
COUNTY modifications, for unincorporated areas.

LOS ALAMOS Chapter 22, Article IV establishes urban-wildland interface
COUNTY areas and fuels-management requirements.

BERNALILLO Applies WUI ignition-resistant construction and defensible-space
COUNTY requirements in the East Mountain Area.

Uses local fire-code and fuels-management provisions in

RUIDOSO Chapter 42 to address community wildfire risk.

ources: Santa Fe County Ord. 2023-06; Los Alamos County Code Ch. 22; Bernalillo County WUI Manual; Ruidoso Code Ch. 42.



Codes are how we care

We do not only face a wildfire problem. Once
homes ignite, we face a structure-to-structure
urban conflagration problem.

CARE FOR HOMES CARE FOR CARE FOR
NEIGHBORS RESPONDERS
Ignition-resistant Consistent Access, water supply
construction and minimums reduce and addressability
defensible space the chance one support safer, more
reduce the chance a property passes fire effective operations.

home becomes fuel. to the next.

ource: International Code Council, Wildland-Urban Interface Code overview.




Severe weather disrupts lives, displaces families,
and drives financial loss. IBHS delivers top-tier
science and translates it into action so we can
prevent avoidable suffering, strengthen our homes
and businesses, inform the insurance industry and
support thriving communities.


Presenter Notes
IBHS is an independent, nonprofit, scientific research and communications organization supported solely by property insurers and reinsurers.  From our Research Center, we study wildfire, wind, wind driven rain, and hail, and the way that homes and businesses can become more resilient to these perils. IBHS’s building safety research leads to real-world solutions for home and business owners, helping to create more resilient communities. The International Code Council (ICC) is the trusted model‑code developer and implementation partner that helps jurisdictions adopt, localize, and enforce science‑based standards to reduce wildfire risk to people, property, and firefighters.
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Presenter Notes
IBHS studies 4 core perils at our unique research facility to understand how wind, rain, hail, and wildfire embers interact with our structures and what we can do to reduce our vulnerability to each of these hazards. Our lab allows us the unique ability to test at full scale, to recreate severe weather and hopefully reveal the weakest link in a structure to understand HOW it fails and learn WHAT we can do to protect them. 



Embers & Flames


Presenter Notes
We know that homes are exposed to embers, flames, and radiant heat in a wildfire scenario. Our research at the lab and in the field has allowed us to examine how to address these exposures. We know that if a structure ignites during a wildfire event, it will likely be a total loss without firefighting intervention. ��
(Both clips are from LA)
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Cover gutters.

Enclose eaves.

Install

noncombustible

siding.

v Upgrade windows
& doors.

v Upgrade to a

noncombustible

deck.

v Move accessory
structures at least
30 feet away.

v" Remove back-to-

back fencing.

A PROGRAM OF IBHS ——

ANEA RN
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EXPOSURE

ROOF BUILDING FEATURES 0-5 FOOT NONCOMBUSTIBLE ZONE

g:’ v' Ensure the roof v Install flame- and ember- v' Establish a 0-5 Foot Noncombustible Zone
% g covering is Class A resistant vents or 1/8-inch metal around the home and decks; remove overhanging
S S fire-rated & mesh vents. branches; replace combustible fences within 5 feet.
= maintained clear of v Ensure 6-inch vertical 5-30 FOOT DEFENSIBLE SPACE ZONE
Oun elclolEs noncombustll:_JIe clearance at v' Maintain yard with spaced vegetation, structures, &
= E ¥ Choose ; base of exterior walls and decks. other connective fuels; clear debris; remove
E § noncombustible v' Clear & maintain the underdeck firewood ! !

gutters & area; enclose low-elevation : o
< downspouts. decks. v' Move structures at least 10 feet away & maintain a

0-5 Foot Noncombustible Zone around them.


Presenter Notes
Survivability and insurability. 

The Wildfire Prepared Home™ program provides homeowners with science-based actions to help protect their properties from wildfire. Wildfire Prepared Home is a designation program that reduces wildfire risks to homes through a system of mitigation actions at the parcel level, based on the latest science and research from the nonprofit Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS). 

Wildfire Prepared Home Base – Helps protect a home from embers by addressing vegetation and items on and around the home, breaking the pathway of connective fuels for fire to spread to the structure by embers. 

Wildfire Prepared Home Plus – Adds extra protection by using specific building materials to help defend against radiant heat and direct flames. 
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Presenter Notes
To review: when wildfires interact with communities, structures are exposed through embers, radiant heat, and convection.
Embers are typically the first to arrive. They ignite receptive fuels and create spot fires. As these fires grow, they generate radiant heat, direct flame contact, and convective heating—leading to high-intensity exposures.

When fuel, weather, and topographic conditions are aligned, these ignitions can develop into a conflagration or uncontrolled structure to structure fire spread. 
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Presenter Notes
This fire spread is we have learned is governed by three key factors within our communities, structure density or our structure separation distances, connective fuels which include any combustible items between our structures, and the materials we use to build our homes. 

We have seen these factors in our post disaster field work and through our experiments at the laboratory and are part of the groundwork of our wildfire prepared standards. 
To give a bit of context to our recommendations I want to discuss some of our key lab a field work that support our Wildfire Prepared Home Standards. 
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(Quarles et. al, 2023)


Presenter Notes
A noncombustible Zone 0 limits ember-to-flame transition near the structure and pathways for fire spread, shifting the potential exposure to radiant and convective heating from flames outside Zone 0 that fire-resilient building components are more likely to withstand.

This reduction of exposure was seen to be crucial during a recent post disaster investigation to the LA County Fires.





DEFENSIBLE
SPACE

FIELD OBSERVATIONS: LA
COUNTY
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Presenter Notes
Fuel coverage in Zone 0 and Zone 1 was documented in the IBHS field data as a surrogate of fuel load. The figure shows how the proportion of surveyed structures in each damage classification (undamaged, damaged, or destroyed) as a function of fuel coverage in Zone 0. The proportion of destroyed structures increased with fuel coverage, from 8.5%  in the ≤25% category to 26.8% in the >50% category. 
Conversely, the proportion of undamaged structures decreased from 23.2% to 10.7%. Confidence intervals show moderate overlap between categories, indicating some uncertainty in the differences.
This trend shows the significance of the continuous fuel to the structure identified in the field and the importnace of documenting this fuel coverage in post disaster field work. 

Structures IBHS surveryed in LA show us, that removing fuel from Zone 0 has a direct impact on a home’s ability to survive a wildfire. 

Homes in LA that had less than 25% fuel coverage in Zone 0 had a 23% chance of receiving no damage at all.  

Sanchez-Monroy et al, 2025


LAB OBSERVATIONS
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Presenter Notes
Each of our reccomendations are focused on identified weaknessses that we have and continue to observe in the field. ��Debris accumulation, and combustible gutters are a threat to roof systems. A well-maintained class A roof and noncombustible gutters increase resiliance. ��Roof and gutters are obvious places for embers to land and collect, which can expose the edge of the roof to direct flames. Here a vinyl gutter melts off a house during testing at the IBHS Research Center in 2011.
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Presenter Notes
Class A roofs help limit the spread of the fire across the rest of the roof. Although Class A fire-rated roofs are much more common today, we still saw examples of failed roofs in the field due to vulnerabilities caused by gutters. 




Presenter Notes
Vents allow a pathway for embers to enter into homes, their collective kinetic energy starting fires in places like attics. 


FIELD OBSERVATIONS: LA COUNTY


Presenter Notes
Any vent with an opening larger than 1/8” lets embers inside that can start a fire. Whether that vent is located in the attic or at the base of a wall. 

We saw a significant vulnerability of vents in LA County, the majority of houses surveyed had vents with mesh openings larger than 1/8 inch, which is insufficient to resist ember intrusion. Only 10.3% of the assessed structures in the area impacted by the Palisades Fire and 6.4% in the area impacted by the Eaton Fire had vent screens of 1/8-inch or smaller.


O
4
-
(a]
(a]
<
- |
o



Presenter Notes
At the lab we have been pushing our windows, cladding, and exterior walls particularly with our structure separation and ember exposures. ��Addressing radiant heat and direct flame contract exposures to our windows and cladding, 

Ember exposures to our external walls.

Single pane, non-tempered windows break from radiant heat and allow embers to enter a home.

Combustible cladding allows flames to spread vertically.

And embers accumulate at the base of walls…the bottom 6 inches in particular, allowing combustible materials to ignite. 


FIELD OBSERVATIONS: LA 9!': »

CLADDING


Presenter Notes
Importance of the system, reducing exposures for our resilient components. Having multiple resilient components. Window and walls are from the same structure.

We saw all of these elements in LA…and even the right materials- like stucco- can be damaged when you have the wrong material- like a wood fence- adjacent to it. 
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Presenter Notes
“The wildfire deployments give us an opportunity to take the research that we’re conducting here at the IBHS research center into the field and validate what we’re seeing in the lab environment is also what we’re seeing in the field.” –Steve Hawks

[CLICK ONCE TO REVEAL FINDING]


The report on our findings from LA show….Homes with four hardening features—Class A roof, noncombustible siding, double-pane windows and enclosed eaves—had a 54% chance of avoiding damage, compared to 36% when only a single mitigation was in place. 
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Presenter Notes
Our current work at the lab is quantifying the impact that structure spacing has on the effectiveness of building materials at different spacing under wind-driven conditions. 


Wind-Driven Building-to-Building Fire Spread:
Experimental Results and Probabilistic Modeling
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Presenter Notes
This work is allowing us to figure out under what spacing and wind conditions is cosmetic, envelope, or total destruction likely or unlikely? 


Palisades Fire
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Presenter Notes
And we’re seeing these threads from the lab tie into what we learned in LA. Under downwind conditions like those we recreate in the lab, the closer the structures are to each other, the more likely they are to be damaged or destroyed. Downwind comes with the greatest heat exposure because the flames are stretching and laying down towards the next structure.

In Palisades, there was dominant primary wind direction, that also happened to align with the layout of many of the streets, driving the fire deeper into the neighborhoods. In the higher elevations of the Palisades there was greater structure spacing, and we see a lower percentage of structures destroyed here. But in the lower elevations of the alphabet streets there was denser, unmitigated construction, and when those flames lay down and the homes are spaced 10, 20 feet….they are damaged or destroyed.


CONNECTIVE FUELS

FIELD OBSERVATIONS: LA COUNTY

Hot Tub, Retaining Wall,
Vegetation
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- Fences provide a pathway
for fire to reach the home

(Butler et al, 2022; Insurance Institute for
Business & Home Safety, 2020)



Presenter Notes
Connective Fuels….we’ve studied them at the lab, and found that making simple changes to break those fuel pathways are key- like choosing a noncombustible gate in that first 5 feet that protects the home from fire wicking down the fence line and up to the home. 


Scope & Intent of WPH and IWUIC

Wildfire Prepared Home (WPH)

Program/standard aimed at existing 1-2 family
homes (and townhomes), focused on retrofit
practicality and homeowner actionability.

Single-hazard (wildfire ignition from embers,
radiant heat, direct flame).

Uniform criteria regardless of jurisdictional hazard
mapping; emphasizes 0-5 ft Ember-Resistant Zone
as a must-do.




IWUIC

Model code for jurisdictions, applies through
adoption to new construction (and certain
alterations/additions) in mapped WUI areas.

Integrates land use, site development, water
supply, fire access, defensible space, and
construction features (ignition-resistant
construction).

Scales requirements by hazard severity area
(Moderate/High/Very High) and exposure




Regulatory Mechanism

- WPH: Voluntary designation framework
(owner-driven, insurer-recognized in some
markets).

« IWUIC: Enforceable when adopted;
integrates with building/fire officials, plan
review, and inspections




Alignment of IWUIC and WFPH
Programs

Compare requirements

- Ignition Resistant Materials
- Defensible space

- Ember protection




Wildfire Prepared Home
and ICC Comparison

STRUCTURAL 2025 IBHS WFPH 2025 IBHS 2024 2025 CBC
COMPONENT Essential WFPH Enhanced IWUI Part 7
Roof — Class A v v v v
Gutters, Gutter
Protection, v v v
and Downspouts
Protection of Eaves X v v
Vents v v v
Exterior Wall Covering X v v v
6-inch No_ncombustlble Y Y X Y
Vertical Clearance
Exterior Glass X v v
Exterior Doors X v v v

J Construction
requirements
referenced as
an acceptable
method by the
code.

Construction
requirements
partially
addressed by
the code.

Construction
requirements
not referenced
by the code.



Wildfire Prepared Home
and ICC Comparison Continued

STRUCTURAL 2025 IBHS WFPH 2025 IBHS 2024 2025 CBC :
COMPONENT BASE WFPH PLUS IWUI Part 7 J Construction
requirements
Appendages & referenced as
- X v v v
Projections an acceptable
Ember Exposure method by the

Decks v

Addressed code.

0-5 Foot Zone: Trees,
Plants, Fences, and v v X

Retaining Walls Construction

Detached Accessory| Ember Exposure
Structures & ADUs Addressed

requirements

v NO SSD .
partially

addressed by
the code.

Construction
requirements
not referenced
by the code.


Presenter Notes
In regards to ADUs. IWUIC is MUCH less stringent� WPH is dramatically stricter regarding:
Distance
Number
Noncombustible zones
Required mitigation features
Ignition‑pathway removal



How both frameworks contribute to
wildfire risk reduction in built environment

Research — Code: IBHS wildfire science clarifies what works (e.qg.,
embers, Zone0); IWUIC provides the enforceable model-code
baseline.

Amendable Alignment: Jurisdictions can amend IWUIC to
incorporate WPH best practices (e.g., 0-5 ft non-combustible buffer,
ember-resistant vents).

Complementary Roles: IWUIC sets minimums for permitted
work/new construction; WPH offers a voluntary compliance
mechanism and a clear retrofit path for existing homes.

Community Scale: Use IWUIC for new projects and WPH
designations across existing homes to accelerate ignition-risk
reduction neighborhood-wide.



Strategies for integrating code and
voluntary programs into local mitigation

*Adopt + Align: Adopt IWUIC and amend to mirror WPH essentials .

*Recognize WPH: Use WPH as a voluntary retrofit path/credit for
existing homes .

*Incent + Streamline: Offer rebates/fee reductions and fast-track
permits for WPH actions. (greenbuilding)

*Verify + Maintain: Tie defensible-space/WPH checks to permit
inspections and annual reminders.



Case Studies

Austin Fire Department
Fire Prevention Division

California Wildfire Prepared
Communities
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Presenter Notes
I want to take a second to acknowledge what we just discussed, and what this tells us about our collective efforts to increase risk reduction in these scenarios at the parcel and community level.

We NEED to focus on preventing ignitions, every ignition prevented especially at the early stages of exposure create significant differences on the down stream impacts. Reducing ignitions of structures is key in mitigating the conflagrations we have seen in recent years. 

Justice Closing thoughts
Tonight’s takeaway is simple: IWUIC + WPH is a both/and. IWUIC gives jurisdictions a consistent, enforceable floor for access, water, construction, and defensible space. WPH then targets the biggest ignition risks—especially embers—at the parcel level and verifies they’re addressed. When jurisdictions adopt IWUIC and offer WPH as an alternate or incentive path, we align policy with practice: fewer ignitions at the home, less structure‑to‑structure spread, and a measurable step toward community resilience
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Step-by-step checklist on
How to Prepare Your
Home for Evaluation

Designation
Process WFPH

important Info
+ Visit wildfir red.org to.
o Learn mgre about the program, check if your home is eligible, review {the designation process, and
access the
o Create an account and start your appllcaﬂnn—just click Apply Now
o Explore the wildfire science ‘behind the program
. already applied? Check your application status or ask stions anytime in the homeawner portal
(wildHfir o rto).

Prep your home Submit eligibility

Initial .
Process with the How-To photos and
Checklist apply IBHS QA Evaluation IBHS QA &
Designation
Ongoing
Process
Re-

Designation



Presenter Notes
We have a thorough process to issuing designations to be sure homes meet the Wildfire Prepared Home standard. Yet, receiving a designation is just the beginning – there is an ongoing component to the program because of the maintenance required to maintain a designation. 

A designation is valid for 3 years. Each year we will have the homeowner submit pictures for a landscape review to ensure the property is being maintained to the Wildfire Prepared Home standard. The landscape review will occur at the one- and two-year marks. At the year three mark, the property owner will need to reapply to the program to maintain the designation for another 3 years.

If interested in the program, start by downloading the How To Prepare Your Home for Inspection Guide from the IBHS Wildfire Prepared website (https://wildfireprepared.org). Honestly evaluate the homes status compared to the requirements of the program. Ensure the home meets the requirements of the program before applying. Next, take the free online quiz to ensure you have completed all required actions before applying. Once you have ensured you meet all the requirements of the program, apply and pay the application fee of $125. Upon completing the application, an inspection will be scheduled for a third-party inspector to evaluate the home compared to the requirements of the designation level (base or plus) sought. The inspection data will be uploaded to the IBHS database and an IBHS team member will determine if the home meets the requirements for designation. If the home meets the requirements, an electronic Certificate of Designation for the home will be issued to the property owner. The property owner can then send the electronic Certificate of Designation to insurance carriers to see if the designation helps with availability and affordability of a homeowners insurance policy.

Justice Jones
We have a thorough process to issuing designations to be sure homes meet the Wildfire Prepared Home standard. Yet, receiving a designation is just the beginning – there is an ongoing component to the program because of the maintenance required to maintain a designation. 

A designation is valid for 3 years. Each year we will have the homeowner submit pictures for a landscape review to ensure the property is being maintained to the Wildfire Prepared Home standard. The landscape review will occur at the one- and two-year marks. At the year three mark, the property owner will need to reapply to the program to maintain the designation for another 3 years.

If interested in the program, start by downloading the How To Prepare Your Home for Inspection Guide from the IBHS Wildfire Prepared website (https://wildfireprepared.org). Honestly evaluate the homes status compared to the requirements of the program. Ensure the home meets the requirements of the program before applying. Next, take the free online quiz to ensure you have completed all required actions before applying. Once you have ensured you meet all the requirements of the program, apply and pay the application fee of $125. Upon completing the application, an inspection will be scheduled for a third-party inspector to evaluate the home compared to the requirements of the designation level (base or plus) sought. The inspection data will be uploaded to the IBHS database and an IBHS team member will determine if the home meets the requirements for designation. If the home meets the requirements, an electronic Certificate of Designation for the home will be issued to the property owner. The property owner can then send the electronic Certificate of Designation to insurance carriers to see if the designation helps with availability and affordability of a homeowners insurance policy.
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Presenter Notes
The ember resistance zone is the area of the neighborhood which we anticipate ember exposure from external fuels, and also if some structure ignite within the Neighborhood Flame Zone. It is designed to defend against ember attack from all directions. Remember the neighborhood needs to act like a passive fuel break
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Presenter Notes
The ember resistance zone is the area of the neighborhood which we anticipate ember exposure from external fuels, and also if some structure ignite within the Neighborhood Flame Zone. It is designed to defend against ember attack from all directions. Remember the neighborhood needs to act like a passive fuel break
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The ember resistance zone is the area of the neighborhood which we anticipate ember exposure from external fuels, and also if some structure ignite within the Neighborhood Flame Zone. It is designed to defend against ember attack from all directions. Remember the neighborhood needs to act like a passive fuel break
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Presenter Notes
We use these distances to create an area inside the neighborhood called the FLAME RESISTANCE ZONE
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Presenter Notes
Let's explore connective fuel pathways on this middle house, a real house in a WUI neighborhood
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Let's explore connective fuel pathways on this middle house, a real house in a WUI neighborhood


PROVISIONAL DESIGNATION

AWILDFIRED

Designation Process WFPN BREPARED

THE KB
STONE C

PROV.
NEI

Initial Submit Site Submlt G'IS.F|Ie qumlt Submit
with Building Architectural
Process Plans . Landscape Plans
Footprints Plans
Evaluate Evaluate ..
IBHS Striicture Architectural Evaluate ‘ Provisional WFPN

Eligibility Review Landscape Plans Designation Issued

Spacing & Roof Plans

Evaluator Review ‘ WFPH Designation

Buildout | Build Homes of each Home Issued

Buildout ' Final Evaluation — Final WFPN
Complete of Neighborhood Designation Issued

CERTIFICATE OF DESIGNATION

Ongoing Year 1 Annual Year 2 Annual AWILDFIRED
P Review of Review of PREPARED
rocess ————HOME———
Homes Homes

Re-

Designation



Presenter Notes
We have a thorough process to issuing designations to be sure homes meet the Wildfire Prepared Home standard. Yet, receiving a designation is just the beginning – there is an ongoing component to the program because of the maintenance required to maintain a designation. 

A designation is valid for 3 years. Each year we will have the homeowner submit pictures for a landscape review to ensure the property is being maintained to the Wildfire Prepared Home standard. The landscape review will occur at the one- and two-year marks. At the year three mark, the property owner will need to reapply to the program to maintain the designation for another 3 years.

If interested in the program, start by downloading the How To Prepare Your Home for Inspection Guide from the IBHS Wildfire Prepared website (https://wildfireprepared.org). Honestly evaluate the homes status compared to the requirements of the program. Ensure the home meets the requirements of the program before applying. Next, take the free online quiz to ensure you have completed all required actions before applying. Once you have ensured you meet all the requirements of the program, apply and pay the application fee of $125. Upon completing the application, an inspection will be scheduled for a third-party inspector to evaluate the home compared to the requirements of the designation level (base or plus) sought. The inspection data will be uploaded to the IBHS database and an IBHS team member will determine if the home meets the requirements for designation. If the home meets the requirements, an electronic Certificate of Designation for the home will be issued to the property owner. The property owner can then send the electronic Certificate of Designation to insurance carriers to see if the designation helps with availability and affordability of a homeowners insurance policy.
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